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Back to School
All School Liturgy @ 9 AM
Geography Bee — Gym @ 1PM

Grade 1 - Parent/Student
Lunch @ 12:15pm

Pep Rally @ 1:30pm Gym
All School Liturgy @ 9AM
Second Grading Period Ends

No School — Martin Luther
King Day

Report Cards Issued

PTG Meeting @ 7PM
School Library

All School Liturgy @ 9AM
Teen Center — 7t and 8% Grade
Snowball Dance @ 6:30 — 10pm
LeGras Hall

All School Liturgy @ 9AM

Start of Catholic Schools
Week 2012

December 2011

From the Principal’s Desk...
Dear Parents,

At this busy time of year it is very easy to get caught up in the frantic race
that has become the pace of our present day culture. However, Advent,
which began on November 27th, is all about waiting. The Advent season
is a wonderful reminder that we all need to take our foot off of the
accelerator and appreciate the prelude to Christmas Day.

Although the evergreen Christmas tree, Santa Claus and presents have
become a symbol for Christmas, it is my wish that your children
understand the real reason for the season, giving and receiving. Yes, you
read correctly, the real reason for the season is to reflect on the special gift
(His Son) that God has lovingly given us and to receive this gift with
reverence and appreciation. It truly is the season for giving and receiving.

May Christmas 2011 find each of us better able to lovingly give and to
receive, and to understand more fully the miracle of Christmas. During
this special season, be assured of my prayers for each of you, members of
our St. Louise de Marillac School family.

Christmas Peace to Each of You,

Mr. Klase

THE SCHOOL'’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
WILL BE DISTRIBUTED VIA E-MAIL. IF YOU
WISH TO RECEIVE A HARD COPY FROM
THE SCHOOL, PLEASE CONTACT THE
SCHOOL OFFICE.



From the school office

Here are some reminders and
updates to remember:

* Continue to follow the traffic
route map of the school campus,
where to drop off, pick up and
travel to the school.

* ALL parents and visitors are
expected to report to the school
office by entering the front main
entrance of the school.

* Notify the school office before
10:00am if your child will be absent
(412 835-0600). Be sure to submit
a note upon the child’s return (a
template is available on the website)

* Please remember that you must
sign your child in and out if he/she
is tardy or has an early dismissal
because of an appointment.

* If submitting forms or money,
please enclose in an envelope with
your child’s name, homeroom and
reason for enclosure

* Students will not be permitted to
phone home for homework or gym
clothes.

* Students may not return to the
school building after 4:00pm to
retrieve forgotten homework.

* Rules for Dress Down Days will
be enforced. Please refer to the
Handbook for clarification.

* Please dress your child
appropriately for the cool weather.
At recess, we go outside as much as
possible and recommend that a
warm coat is worn in December.

* No uniform shorts are permitted
to be worn until April 1, 2010.

* As always, an ongoing THANK
YOU to all of our volunteers and
parents who help out in big and
small ways at STL.

PTG Pmﬁn@l@mings..-

Your school resource for staying connected!

The end of 2011 is fast approaching and we would like to
thank all of the parents, teachers, and children that have
made the first half of the year such a success for our
school. The PTG sponsored events could not have been
successful without the dedication of our committee
members and volunteers.

This month we held the annual Santa Shop. The preview
night and the school shopping day was such fun for the
adults and children. Much thanks to Nicki Woolensack
and Holly Erfort for all the “behind the scenes”
organization and planning that took place to make this
event so remarkable. We would also like to extend our
thanks to all of our vendors. Thank you for providing
such a wonderful display of items appropriate for all ages.

Our PTG Family Fun Events coordinators have some
exciting events planned as we head into 2012 so pay close
attention to your weekly folders for updates! Please feel
free to contact any of the PTG committee members with
suggestions or comments. We are always looking for
ways to improve and increase attendance at all events.

Lastly, the PTG committee would like to wish everyone
and their families a very Merry Christmas and a safe and
Happy New Year! See you in 2012!

Christmas Blessings

Mike Butler (butlers222@live.com)

Dan Crookshank (danielcrookshank4948 @msn.com)
Janice Crookshank (danielcrookshank4948 @msn.com)
Lisa McClaine (lisa@mecclaine5.com)

Amy Belmear (ambelmear@comcast.net)
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Check the Website for
All Your STL News!

www.stlouiscschoolpa(ore;

* “Check your teacher’s
assignments here” for
upcoming tests and
assignments

* Review game schedules of
our boys and girls’ sports
teams.

* Find contact information

* Read STL PTG’s meeting
notes

* Print out an excuse note or
look at the lunch menu

* Confirm if there is a change
in schedule due to inclement
weather

* View images on “Scenes of
St. Louise” for student pictures

* Constant reminders of
current and upcoming events

STL welcomes all

parents, Familg and
friends to attend the
A” Sclﬁool Liturgg

Masses tm:)ica”g
held on Fric!ag

mornings at 9:00am.

News from St. Louise Chess Club

Several of STL's own students recently competed in the Fall
2011 STL Chess Tournament. Students were grouped by their
capability and played in four categories.

The top two winners by section were:
Beginner Level: 1°" place (three-way tie) Max Kness, Declan
McIntyre and Henry Rainone. 2™ place went to Jonathan Lin

Advanced Beginner Level: 15" place Christopher Erfort; 2™
place Connor Spratt

Intermediate Level: 15" place Zach Crookshank; 2" place Abby
Crookshank

151’

Advanced Level: 1%" place Will Coplan; 2™ place Max Lorenz

FAMILY FUN COMMITTEE UPDATE
CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT

Though many patrons were exhausted from all of the activity
surrounding our St Louise Santa Shop, the Friday night movie was the
right pace for winding down a busy week. The movie was precluded by
a festive cut-out cookie decorating table where Christmas trees and
snowmen wete diligently designed. Cookies were immediately
consumed along with home-made hot chocolate with marshmallows,
the perfect lead-in to the movie for the evening - The 12 Dogs of
Christmas. Sponsored at LaGras Hall, many kids attended in pajamas
and came bound with sleeping bags, pillows, bean bags and tents! |
believe the energy level was sustained solely by all of the sugar
consumed prior to and throughout the movie. This being our last
event prior to the Christmas holiday, we would like to wish the amilies
and friends of our community a very safe and magical holiday. Merry
Christmas!!


http://www.stlouiseschoolpa.org/

TURKEY BOWL

Eight years ago, under the
direction of the Junior High
students and faculty, the tradition
of the Turkey Bowl began at St.
Louise de Marillac School. A
friendly game of flag football is
played by the Junior High
students and the coveted “Tacky
Turkey” award is awarded to the
winning homeroom for bragging
rights for the remainder of the
school year.

As the Junior High students
shared an enjoyable afternoon,
the true goal and purpose of the
event was to provide all of the
ingredients for a complete
Thanksgiving Dinner, and
enough food for a month, to ten
families living in the Mooncrest
Housing area of Coraopolis, PA.
The goal, this very day, is still
the same, which is to help our
neighbors in need. What has
changed these days is that we
began collecting food for ten
families, then 12, then 14, then
20...we have now been asked to
provide Thanksgiving dinners
and enough food for a month, for
25 families!!

The turkeys, hams and other
food items are donated and
collected at the school and will
be delivered to the families in
need. Thank you STL for your
participation in this service
project.

Catholic Schools Week — 2012

The PTG has already started preliminary planning for
Catholic Schools Week to be held this year from
January 29 - February 3, 2012. The theme will be:
"Catholic Schools: Faith, Academics, Service". Though
events and the schedule have not been finalized, it is
sure to be a great week encompassing all three aspects
of the theme. There will be some new events along
with some of the old traditions, including Open House,
the Ice Cream Social, and the Faculty/Student Council
Volleyball Game. If you have any ideas or would like
to help with the planning of this week, please contact
any member of the PTG board - Mike Butler, Janice
Crookshank, or Lisa McClaine.
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DIRECTORY CHANGES/UPDATES - Please update your copy of the STL Directory
with the following changes.

The Lusk Family
e Maria’s cell phone has changed to 412-580-2122

e Keith's cell number changed to 412-980-8419

The Ellison Family
e Correct e-mail address for Marrla is: marrlae3@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE: There will be a “"Snowball Dance” held on Friday,
January 20, 2012 from 6:30pm — 10:00pm. It will be held in
LeGras Hall, and the dress code is semi-formal. This fun event is
open to STL's 7™ and 8™ grade students.
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YEARBOOK PHOTOS
NEEDED

The yearbook is in need of any
photos you have from parties,
football, basketball, volleyball,
class outings or hanging out with
STL friends. This is the best
way to get your photos in the
yearbook. Our yearbook
photographers can’t be
everywhere....so we need your
help.

If you would like to upload the
photos directly to the publishing
website, simply go to:

images.jostens.com
Username: 400133826
Password: Trojans

Again, this is the best way for
your pictures to be considered.
You may also send them directly
to Melissa Shaughnessy c/o
yearbook. Please mark the
envelope or pictures with your
child’s name and homeroom so
that they can be returned to you.

Deadline for submission is
February 1.

Yearbooks can still be ordered
by going to www.jostens.com.

FORENSICS TEAM — St. Phillip Tournament

From Mrs. Galardini

Congratulations to the STL Forensics Team for earning FIRST
PLACE at the first Forensics tournament of the school year
which was held on November 12, 2011 at St. Phillip School.
Our students were winners in many areas, including the
following;:

POETRY:
Claire Makowski — 2 First Places
Nathan Makowski — 2 First Places
Stefan Schultz — 1 First Place and 1 Second Place

PROSE:
Mia Kness — 2 First Places
Lindsay Pendergast — 2 First Places
Teresa Rainone — 2 First Places

DRAMA:
James Curry — 2 First Places
Larkin Gillespie — 2 First Places
Emma Osterhaus — 1 First Place and 1 Second Place

DECLAMATION:
Maggie Broring — 2 First Places
Anthony Williams — 2 First Places

IMPROMPTU:
Mary Cugini — 2 First Places

MULTIPLE READING:
Team 1 — 2 First Places
Francesca Galietta
Jillian Gisoni
Leigh McLinden
Krista Mortland

Team 2 — 2 First Places
Maddie Klutch
Abby Morrow

Natalie Olivo
Reilly Welsh

A special thanks goes out to graduate Davis Curry for judging
the tournament.


http://www.jostens.com/

DRAMA CLUB

From Mrs. Galardini

BRAVISSIMO to all cast and
crew members for a wonderful
production of THE
NUTCRACKER! Special thanks
go to all parents for your
support and “chauffeuring
back and forth to rehearsals!”
Special thanks to the following
parents for their help “behind
the scenes:”

Concessions: Mrs. Christine
Gillespie (Chair/supplies
donation), Mrs. Broring, Mrs.
Michalski, Mrs. Sentner, Mrs.
Szejko, Mrs. Wolf (any others I
may have forgotten)

Costumes (inventory): Mrs.
Galietta, Mrs. Welsh

Costumes/Props
(Made/Loan): Mrs. Curry,
Mrs. Michalski, Mrs. Rainone,
Mrs. Viehman

Backstage Monitor: Mrs.
Wolf

Admissions: Mr. & Mrs. Bayer

That’s a “wrap” for now! Mark
your calendars for our BIG
spring musical production of
THE SOUND OF MUSIC which
will run on May 4th, 5th, and
6th!

FORENSICS TEAM — South Fayette Middle

School Tournament
From Mrs. Galardini

Congratulations to the STL Forensics Team for earning FIRST
PLACE at the second Forensics tournament of the school year
which was held on December 10, 2011 at South Fayette
Middle School.

PROSE:
Mia Kness — 1 First Place and 1 Second Place
Teresa Rainone — 2 First Places
Greydon Tomkowitz — 1 First Place and 1 Second Place
Jessica Viehman — 2 First Places

DRAMA:
James Curry — 2 First Places (2 Perfect Scores)
Emily Mamula — 2 First Places

DECLAMATION:
Maggie Broring — 2 First Places
Max Heller — 2 First Places
Jon Kaplan — 2 Second Places
Anthony Williams — 2 First Places (2 Perfect Scores)

IMPROMPTU:
Mary Cugini — 2 First Places
Rachel McClaine — 2 First Places

MULTIPLE READING:
Team 1 — 1 First Place and 1 Second Place
Kate Carnivale, Marlee Chlystek and Catie Michalski

Team 2 — 2 First Places
Megan Nagy, Ashley Pendergast, Bria Smith and Emma
Stuebgen

A special thanks goes out to Mrs. Zirpoli and graduate Liz
Kaplan for judging the tournament.




SANTA’S WORKSHOP
WAS A SUCCESS!

THANK YOU to all the
volunteers who worked hard
to set up, work, and clean up
with this event, to those for
the generous donations of
food and beverages, for the
patience when “shopping”
with the children, to the
teachers, faculty, and Mr.
Klase for all their hard work
and support for this special
event. It was another
success and | hope everyone
had a great time!

Merry Christmas and God
Bless,

Nicki Woolensack,

Chairperson
-

;

CROSS COUNTRY AND
TRACK & FIELD NEED
COACHING STAFF

We are looking to fill a few
vacancies in our coaching staff
for the track & field team, as
well as extra help with the
cross country team. We are
seeking passionate running &
throwing coaches. Any
parents or parishioners who
would like to lend their talents
to the STL School Track &
Field program or the Cross
Country Team are invited to
apply (coaching experience not
necessary). Contact Kerry
Boehner at 412-334-2018 or
email at
kerry@kobsolutions.com
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MOONCREST CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
308 HEMLOCK DRIVE
MOON TOWNSHIP, PA 15108
412-600-5849 412-299-5651

December 13, 2011

St. Louise deMarillac School
310 McMurray Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

Dear St. Louise School Family:

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
in providing $1500 worth of gift cards to the Mooncrest Families for
Christmas. Because of your generosity we will be able to provide each
family with $40 for food this Christmas and have additional cards on
hand in the event of an emergency.

I can’t tell you enough how you have made such a difference in the
lives of these children and adults. You have lightened their hearts and
eased their minds by providing them with the necessities of life.

I am especially moved by those of you who would like to provide
warm meals for the families each month. That fine gesture will help
families provide food at the end of the day and help to make certain
that the children have a nutritious meal.

God will reward you in your giving to those in need. Each time |
pray you can be certain that this prayer crosses my lips: MAY IT
PLEASE YOU O LORD TO REWARD WITH ETERNAL LIFE
ALL THOSE WHO DO GOOD TO US FOR YOUR NAME SAKE.

When you have an opportunity, please stop by and visit us at our
Mooncrest Community Center. You will be pleasantly surprised at
the wonderful work of these children. We will be eternally grateful to
you for helping to make a difference in their lives.

May Christmas bring you and your families every rich blessing
possible.

Gratefully yours,

Sister Rene Procopio
Director



STL CROSS COUNTRY

The 2011 STL Cross Country
team did a fabulous job in the
Diocese Championship, which
was a 1.8 mile race at Coopers
Lake in Slippery Rock. The
results of this championship:

STL JV Girls — Finished 5th
place overall

Megan Nagy - 3rd place (time
13:07); Paige Mattes - 11th
place (time 13:47); Maeve
Sentner - 33rd place (time
14:40); Alexis Taylor - 37th
place (time 14:53); Victoria
Maentz - 106th place (time
16:27) and Rachel Romano -
149th place (time 17:40).

STL JV Boys - Finished 10th
place overall

Danny Schearer — 14th place
(time 12:54); John Eakin -
18th place (time 13:01); Noah
Eakin - 60th place (time
14:05); Max Lorenz - 87th
place (time 14:47) and Pete
Hassett - 136th place (time
15:45)

STL Varsity Girls - Claire
Makowski — 58™ place (time
15:03)

STL Varsity Boys- Finished
7th place overall

Ryan Zimba — 29th place (time
12:46); Joe Hassett — 32nd
place (time 12:48); Michael
Nagy- 42nd place (time 13:05);
Robbie Mackey — 58th place
(time 13:34); Nathan
Makowski- 75th place (time
14:00); and JP Sentner - 123th
place (time 17:19)

Save the Date for The Global Gala!!
February 10, 2012 at LeGras Hall

»
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What is The Global Gala? It’s an annual fund raiser for St. Louise
School. All school families are invited and encouraged to attend. Many
of the items on which you can buy or bid count toward meeting your
annual Family Share contribution!

How do I get Tickets? This year tickets sales will be online. You’ll be
getting more information soon via backpack mail. We hope that allowing
everyone to register in advance via credit card will be both easier and
more earth-friendly. The price of any tickets bought will be credited
toward your family share obligation. Tickets are $75/couple. However, if
you bring one non-school family with you, tickets are $65 for each
couple. Bring two or more non-school families and each couple gets in
for $50! Ticket price includes admission as well as all food and drink.

What Kinds of Auctions/Prizes Will be at The Global Gala?

Silent Auction: Guests will have the chance to bid on dozens of items

with values from a few dollars to a few thousand dollars! Price paid by
the winning bidder for any silent auction item IS applied to family share
obligation.

Live Auction: Guests will have the chance to bid on several special items
during the event, including your children’s priceless art projects that will
be raffled off during the live auction.

Purse Auction: Guests will have the opportunity to purchase tickets for a
luxury purse auction. Tickets are 1 for $5, 3 for $10, or 10 for $20. Place
your tickets in the purse(s) you like the best, and the winner will be drawn
at the Gala. “Ooh and aaah” over purses from Dooney & Bourke, Coach,
Vera Bradley, and more! One lucky winner will also find a $250 cash
prize hidden in a purse!

How Can | Help? We need many volunteers to make the event a
success. If you’re interested in helping with setting up, working for an
hour or two the night of the event, cleaning up, or making a donation of
goods or services, please contact Samantha Schearer
(samschearer@yahoo.com or or 412-298-9238) or Amy Kuntz
(amy.kuntz@gmail.com or or 412-595-7272).
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TRACK & FIELD

UPDATE

In just a few short months,
The Saint Louise Track &
Field program will be
kicking off. The program
Is open to boys and girls
from 3rd to 8th grades.
The Novice program
covers the 3rd and 4th
graders, and they compete
in the 50m, 100m, 200m,
400m, 4x100m and long
jump. The JV program
consists of 5th & 6th
graders and they compete
in the 100m, 200m, 400m,
800m, 1600m, 4x100m,
4x400m, long jump, shot
put & turbo javelin. The
Varsity program consists
of 7th and 8th graders,
and they compete in the
same events as the JV.

Practices are usually
Tuesdays & Thursdays 5-6
pm and Saturdays 9-10
am. STL typically has 2-3
home meets at Bethel Park
High School, and a couple
of away meets in April.
The Diocesan
Championship has
traditionally been the first
or second Saturday in
May.

v

St. Louise Advancement Office

Advancement Office Mission: Coordinate and facilitate the mission
of the parish and the school in the areas such as development, donor
stewardship, capital gifts, marketing, enrollment, alumni relations, and
the creation of an endowment for the school.

STL2020 — A Bright Future for St. Louise de Marillac School

Early in 2011, parent, teachers and administrators of our School
embarked upon a significant strategic planning effort, STL2020, to
define the future of St. Louise de Marillac School with teams across
three critical dimensions of Academic Strength, Catholic Formation
and Financial Strength.

Our Academic Strength team focused on aspects of academic and
extracurricular life in an effort to create more productive learning
environment where students are expected to achieve high academic
standards anchored on the essential skills needed to succeed and
thrive in High School. The Catholic Formation team focused on
strengthening the faith formation of our school graduates by
developing boys and girls who have the ability and the comfort to
demonstrate the conviction of their Catholic faith. Our Financial
Strength team focused on solidifying our school’s financial future to
better support the needs of our families, students and our parish.

Based on the work done to date, our priorities for the next 3-5 years
have been set and we are beginning to share this picture of the future.
Starting in January 2012, we will begin to focus on the high-priority,
near-term efforts of each pillar. We welcome your support and/or
involvement as we continue our STL2020 path forward for Saint
Louise de Marillac School. For more information on STL2020 or to
get involved, please contact Chris Alger at wcalger@gmail.com.

Lisa C. Osterhaus
Director of Advancement
St. Louise de Marillac
(412) 833-1010 (business)
(412) 833-6624 (fax)
(724) 747-4952 (cell)
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Save the date!

PTG General
Meeting (Open to all
school parents)

Wednesday, January 18",
2012 at 7:00 PM in the
School library

The featured speaker will
be Cynthia Hina, a
reading specialist and
tutor. Her topic will be
differentiating your
child’s learning style.

Hope to see you there!

1. Bake cupcakes of your choice.
2. Frost with chocolate frosting.

3. Top with pretzels for the
antlers, a Nilla Wafer for the face,
white M&Ms/white candy for the
eyes, black icing for the eyeballs,
and brown/ red candies for the
nose (M&Ms are good to use)

EAT AND ENJOY!

SIXTH GRADE UPDATE
From Mrs. Bentz and Mrs. Zaremba

Sixth grade has been very busy recently. In addition to their many academic
endeavors, the students have made Christmas cards for the Felician sisters
that include spiritual bouquets as gift to the sisters. We have just begun to
examine and learn basic geometric concepts and terms in math, as we have
completed applying the four operations to fractions and mixed numbers. We
are also preparing to develop our persuasive writing skills in English by
example and group presentation. In social studies, we are learning about the
culture and geography of India. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

FOURTH GRADE UPDATE

Written by Jacqueline Sluss
4™ Grade Mrs. Rowles Homeroom

For our November service project, each child in our class was asked to
earn money to purchase items on a wish list to make a happy Christmas for
people at SHIM. Some kids earned money by cleaning their rooms, helping
with dinner, or even helping siblings with homework. Four big boxes of items
were donated! This project made us realize how much we appreciate the
things we have and how much better it is to give than receive.

As a special service project for Meals on Wheels, each student in our
fourth grade class decorated a picture of Baby Jesus in a manger. For the title
of our pictur e, “Jesus is the Reaso]
upside down to form the | etter “J7 |
Christmas wish.

The project meant a lot to us because it made us feel really good to
make people happy and help put the Christmas spirit in their hearts.
“Thanks” to Mrs. Kness for being oul
to Meals on Wheels.



