MINUTES
St. Louise PTG Meeting Minutes
January 25, 2012
7:00 – 8:30 PM

Board Members: Mike Butler, Coordinator; Janice Crookshank, Coordinator; Lisa McClaine, Coordinator; Dan Crookshank, Treasurer

Introduction/Prayer/Welcome

Mr. Klase opened the meeting with the parish 50th Jubilee prayer. This was followed by introductions.

Principal’s Report

Mr. Klase gave a brief overview of Catholic Schools Week to be celebated January 30th through February 3rd.

Mr. Klase then reviewed the new indoor recess policy. Grades 1-6 will now remain in the cafeteria if there is inclement weather preventing outdoor recess. This new policy of keeping the children in the cafeteria was done strictly for the safety of the children as there is no one available to supervise the children in their classrooms during recess. It was mentioned that the PTG could possibly implement a volunteer schedule in the future to supervise the children in their classrooms. There is no change for the 7th and 8th grades: Grade 7 will continue to go to their homeroom under supervision and Grade 8 will continue go to the gym under supervison.

Mr. Klase also held an assembly this week to remind the children of some of the school policies, including the need for quiet when changing classes, especially for the older children coming up to the second floor for art, gym, etc., as the younger children are in their classrooms. It is distracting to them and the teachers if there is a lot of noise in the hallways.

The famous artist program will also be starting soon with religious art as the topice. There will be a presentation of the art made by the students at a later date.

The STL Keeping in Touch monthly Newsletter is now posted online instead of being photocopied and placed in the weekly folder. This was done to reduce waste of paper. Someone also suggested that Mr. Klase send out an email to the families with a link to the newsletter each time a new one is posted on the website.

Guest speakers: Ken Klase and Lisa Osterhaus

They presented a report on the findings of the STL 2020 initiative. The report included area trends and demographics in Catholic Schools and showed that St. Louise has experienced an increase in enrollment from year to year while many Catholic schools are struggling. St. Louise is the largest K-8 Catholic school in the Pittsburgh diocese. They also presented a report of Terra Nova standardized test results. This report showed that St. Louise students consistently performed above both the national average and the diocesan average. The presentation also included some of the future objectives of the STL 2020 project, including 

Treasurer report

Dan Crookshank reviewed the current PTG budget. Please see the up-to-date budget on the PTG News page of the STL website.

Committee reports

Santa Shop

Nicki Woolensack and Holly Erfort presented the results of the Santa Shop. Profits were roughly $4700 which is in line with previous years. However, Preview Night only brought in $600. It was brought up that Santa Shop was mainly an event for the enjoyment of the students. It was decided to vote on eliminating Preview Night as it is a lot of work for very little profit. The vote was a majority to eliminate Preview Night however the shopping event of the students will remain in place. There are also procedures for Santa Shop that need to be reviewed and revised and it was decided that this would be done at a separate meeting.
